
Jonas Markgraf, PhD
Economist

Work Experience
Mar 2023 – current

Amazon
Economist II – Prime Video
Prime Video Content Analytics.

Aug 2021 – Feb 2023
Zalando SE
Senior Applied Scientist – Algorithmic Data Prod-
ucts team (Pricing)
Leading scientific research on developing new pricing algorithm focus-
ing price elasticities.
Topics: lead work on experimental and causal ML methods for price
elasticity estimation; design, technically implement, and analyze non-
standard experiments.

Apr 2020 – Aug 2021
Zalando SE
Senior Applied Scientist – Core Economics team
Drove research onkey drivers of customer lifetime value to enable strate-
gic investment decisions in Zalando Group.
Topics: causal inference fromobservational data; communicated research
results to senior management; functioned as interim team of three data
scientists and analysts for six months.

Sep 2018 – Sep 2019
University of Oxford – Nuffield College
Postdoctoral Researcher
Conducted quantitative research on wealth inequality as a member of
theWEALTHPOL project with Ben Ansell.
Topics: design of lab and survey experiments; causal inference research
using time-series cross-sectional data (TWFEmodels).

Sep 2015 – Aug 2018
Hertie School
Research Associate
Conducted quantitative research on politically-influenced banking.
Topics: statisticalmodeling; compilationofnovel granular dataset; causal
inference from observational data.

Jan 2017 – Jun 2017
Washington University in St. Louis
Predoctoral Fellow
Visiting Scholar at thePolitical ScienceDepartment ofWashingtonUni-
versity in St Louis.

Sep 2014 – Sep 2015
International Trade Centre (UN/WTO)
Market Analyst
Fostering inclusive and sustainable growth and development through
trade with a focus on non-tariff measures.
Topics: coordinated launch and assisted in implementation of a large-
scale business survey on non-tariff measures in the EU (conducted in
collaboration with the European Commission, DG TRADE).

 jonas.markgraf@gmail.com
 jmarkgraf.netlify.app/
 Jonas Markgraf, PhD

Education
2015 – 2018 Doctor of Philosophy

summa cum laude (highest distinction)
Political Science
Hertie School

2013 – 2014 Master of Science
International Political Economy
London School of Economics

2009 – 2014 Bachelor
Political Science & Economics
Free University Berlin

Skills
Methods

⋄ reduced-formcausal inference fromobservational data
(RDD, IV,matching,DiD, synthetic control groups,
causal ML)

⋄ experimental design and impact evaluation (e.g. ad-
dressing spillover bias)

⋄ causal machine learning (causal forests for heteroge-
neous treatment effects; double/debiasedML)

Tech stack

⋄ Python, R, SQL incl BigQuery, Databricks/Spark,
AWS S3, Git, LaTeX

Languages

⋄ German (mother tongue); English (fluent); French
(moderate); Russian (moderate)

Publications
• “Borrowing to Self Insure? Credit Access and Sup-
port for Redistribution.” (withG. Rosas) Accepted
atThe Journal of Politics [formalmodel + FEModel
+ survey experiment]

• “On Board With Banks: Do Banking Connections
Help Politicians Win Elections?” (with G. Rosas),
The Journal of Politics, 2019, (81) 4, 1357–1370 [i.a.
matching techniques]

• “Backscratching inbanks: political cycles inbankman-
ager appointments.”, EarlyView,Political Science Re-
search and Methods [event history models]

• “Electoral Cycles in Bank Lending Explained: The
Role of Political Representation in Governing Bod-
ies.” (with T. Stowasser)working paper [Difference-
in-Difference design]

mailto:jonas.markgraf@gmail.com
https://jmarkgraf.netlify.app/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jmarkgraf/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dq4RBAnKenPNl2o8YP2vL2715BIi1hGC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dq4RBAnKenPNl2o8YP2vL2715BIi1hGC/view?usp=sharing
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/704435
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/704435
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/political-science-research-and-methods/article/abs/backscratching-in-banks-political-cycles-in-bank-manager-appointments/D61E09856E1710665DA4202FCA917394
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/political-science-research-and-methods/article/abs/backscratching-in-banks-political-cycles-in-bank-manager-appointments/D61E09856E1710665DA4202FCA917394
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KCAtvHT7rfUriX1GOfhFjpBRasxL7izQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KCAtvHT7rfUriX1GOfhFjpBRasxL7izQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KCAtvHT7rfUriX1GOfhFjpBRasxL7izQ
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